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damentalism: The main causes of F _
Causes of Fm;un R il KI main causes of Fundamentalism are modernism and Secularism.
id .. 8 S N .
But religions 3 1 pe e ‘“f‘ stimulate the wave of the fundamentalist movements.
M pdernization has undermined religion in at least three ways:

o Social life has become separated from religious life.

Ina Rationalist view people are more likely to seek scientific explanations for behavior rather than

. 4
religious explanations.

[n certain societies rell.glous 'tr.aditionalist’ feel as if their way of life is under threat, and so they
take steps to defend their traditions against the erosive influence of modernization.

- ‘l > . L) -
Where there I-S ldeQIOglc?l cohesion’ around a single God and sacred text Fundamentalism seems
to be stronger 1n Christianity and Islam, not so strong in Hinduism and Buddhism.

When there is a common enemy to unite against Islamic Fundamentalism is often united against
the USA.

The existence of marginalized individuals facing oppression Fundamentalism needs recruits,
and if a Fundamentalist group emerges with claims that it can provide a better life for people if they
just adhere to the faith, it is more likely to grow

The nature of Fundamentalism is shaped by how the political institutions deal with Fundamentalist
movements where they are blocked access to political representation, movements are more likely
to turn to violence.

® The specific histories of Christianity and Islam have affected the way the see politics. Christianity
spent much of its early life as an obscure sect, on the political fringes, so is more concerned with
‘day to day’ (non-political) life, whereas Islam quickly came to dominate states in its early history
— thus Islam is more concerned with politics than Christianity.

® Christianity tends to emphasize the importance of belief, while Islam emphasizes the importance of
actions, thus Islam is more likely to develop violent forms of fundamentalism compared to
Christianity.

® Religious fundamentalism serves to reduce anxiety by promising justice. Indeed, structural
conditions, over which the individual has little or no control, bring about many frustrations hard to
bear with. The powerful use the underprivileged, some exercise power over others. In most parts of
the world, economic and social conditions are such that some enjoy prosperity and well-being,
While some others hardly survive. Thus, in the face of earthy injustices, religion functions as a

palliative pill by promising that justice will be done and all sins will be punished eventually.’
3.0n mentalism represents a culture war —a clash between

- Origin of Fundamentalism: The growth of funda . '

: ¢ sacred ang the secular. Religious fundamentalism first appeared in the 1880s in the USA. At that

"8, liberal Protestants attempted to adapt their views to the modern world, while conservative
IS opposed. The conservative Protestants believed that the bible must be understood literally

i M a set of pamph]ets named ‘The Fundamentals’."

-
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ism 1s always without ; 5 ;
gJamentali ¥ out a base. It starts with a conclusion and, thereafter, searches for

S ) 2 C ~ : -
evidence of support for the conclusion and if the fundamentalist does not find any, he creates one.
jam ists have a politi I :
o Ful ?ntahsts political agenda. Absolute opposition to homosexuals, abortion and birth
conn‘ol.l

The SPeClﬁc hlsto;le-s of Cl"'i§tiallily and Islam have affected the way the see politics.
jstianity 'stie?daml:cdo , its early .ll.fe as an obscure sect, on the political fringes, so is more
concerned Wi y to day” (non-political) life, whereas Islam quickly came to dominate states in

its early history — thus I'slam 1s more concerned with politics than Christianity.
 Features of Fundamentalism:

o Dualism: The fundamentalist divide the world into binary categories: good/evil, right/wrong

paranoia: A deep feeling of suspicion towards those on the wrong side of the dualistic dividing
lines.

e An Apocalyptic orif:ntation: An obsession with the ultimate endpoint for society or humanity.
Usually positively disposed to bring about that ultimate end.

e Charismatic leadership: A commitment or devotion to Charismatic leader. Often accompanied with
a cult of leadership.

® Totalized conversion experience: Once the fundamentalist converts or embrace the ideology, they
do so completely.'?

7. Comparing Fundamentalism: Religions like ideologies vary. They differ in their potential for
becoming fundamentalistic. 'The more monolithic a religion or ideology is, the more are the chances of
it urning to fundamentalism. Islam and the evangelical Protestant strand of Christianity are monolithic
religions; they believe that there is just one God; they are also dogmatic; they believe il is possible to
express his nature and will in specific propositions both these things arc the necessary pre-conditions
for fundamentalism. '

Hinduism as a religion, in the context of Islam and Protestant Christianity as they are, is less
monolithic and dogmatic and hence, less fundamentalistic. There are a number of reasons for that: there
is diffuseness ill Hinduism, different deities, a variety of gods. So diffused is the society as well: a
variety of traditions, groups, sects. It might be, Bruce says, "better described riot as a religion, but as a
loose collection of religions: that of the Shaivites, the Vaishnavas, the Shalcras, the Smartas, and others
*that share some common themes but they tolerate a huge variety of expressions of these themes. As
those eXpressions can vary from village to village and caste to caste, there is a little scope for enforcing
“onformity, criticizing laxity, or vigorously rejecting moderate reconstructions of the tradition. Instead
Of the single Bible or Quran, there are a large numbers of holy books and holy traditions." Hindu
b ;entalisrn is rare and arises only when anti-Hindu fundamentalism challenges 1t'. Wlth%n itself,

’Vl!l;ahstic attempts have been at work in Hinduism: sometimes in the forms of Buddhism, Jainism or
Ma;m at an early period of history or in the forms of Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj, Ramakrishna
on or Ved-Samaj during the greater part of the nineteenth century. Orthodoxy has always been
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